
 

 

MICHAEL J. STRUMWASSER is a founding partner of Strumwasser & Woocher, a law firm 

that specializes in representing public agencies and officials, public-interest groups, and labor 

unions. (One of the firm’s clients is the California Legislature, which Strumwasser & Woocher 

has represented in constitutional, government law, and election law matters.) 

Mr. Strumwasser has spent much of his 42 years as a lawyer representing, advising, and 

appearing before a wide range of administrative agencies, including the CPUC, before which he 

has represented the Attorney General, TURN, the Los Angeles Unified School District, and a 

large agricultural customer. He helped set up the Energy Commission in 1974, and as counsel to 

the California Insurance Commissioner he developed ratesetting regulations to implement 

Proposition 103 and successfully defended the program against numerous industry challenges. 

He has also has prosecuted unfair practices on behalf of the California Department of Insurance. 

Mr. Strumwasser is a nationally recognized authority on administrative law and is co-author of 

the Rutter Guide, California Administrative Law. His practice consists of representing and 

advising public officials and agencies, and he also represents public-interest groups challenging 

governmental actions.  

Mr. Strumwasser co-founded Strumwasser & Woocher after seventeen years with the California 

Department of Justice, the last eight years as Special Assistant Attorney General, where he 

handled some of the state’s most important antitrust, consumer-protection, and environmental 

cases, including California’s challenges to major supermarket and oil-company mergers, 

defended consumer interests in utility-rate litigation, and represented the Governor of California 

in Nuclear Regulatory Commission health-and-safety reviews. 

Mr. Strumwasser has written and lectured widely on administrative law and economic regulation. 

He holds A.B., M.S., and J.D. degrees from UCLA. 
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leads the firm’s land use and environmental practice. Ms. Palmer represents public entities and 

public-interest clients in the fields of land use and environmental law, election law, economic 

regulation, and education law.  She regularly appears in both state court and administrative 

proceedings, including before the CPUC, and before local governments.  Ms. Palmer advises 

clients on compliance with campaign finance and reporting laws and provides guidance and 

analysis on the initiative process.  Ms. Palmer has lectured on land use and environmental law.  

Ms. Palmer joined Strumwasser & Woocher in 2005 after a clerkship with the Honorable 

Dorothy W. Nelson on the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. She received her B.A. from Williams 

College and her J.D. from Yale Law School, where she was a Managing Editor of the Yale 

Journal of International Law. Before entering the legal profession, Ms. Palmer researched 

environmental law and policy issues at the Environmental Law Institute and ICF Consulting. 

 


