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Long timelines 
for projects to 
be completed 
create risk and 
high costs 
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Survey of Utility-Scale Wind and Solar Developer Report, Energy Markets & Policy Berkeley Lab
 https://emp.lbl.gov/publications/survey-utility-scale-wind-and-solar
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Broadening the market has and will continue to reduce costs 

• WEIM has 
shown to 
reduce costs 
($5.05 billion in 
gross benefits 
since 2014) 

• $888 million in
savings for CA
since 2014

(https://www.westerneim.com/pages/default.aspx)
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Growth of VPPs and Demand Response Programs can 
reduce costs for ratepayers

• VPPs are just beginning to grow, but if scaled up can enable tapping into 
existing and new distributed resources on the grid to reduce costs 

Pathways to Commercial Liftoff: Virtual Power Plants, DOE Sept 2023
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