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Kern County has the worst air in the country



70% of California’s oil is produced in Kern County

https://www.kqed.org/news/11769850/state-launches-p
robe-into-oil-field-spills-including-one-that-started-in-20
03

https://www.capradio.org/articles/2022/06/21/how-idle
-oil-wells-leaked-explosive-levels-of-methane-in-baker
sfield/

https://www.kget.com/news/local-news/exclusive-st
ate-regulators-conduct-site-check-of-griffin-resourc
es-responsible-for-bakersfield-june-water-contamin
ation/



Oil extraction is harming 
our communities  

As the distance between 
human-occupied residences and 
upstream oil and gas development 
operations decreases, or the density 
of wells and production volume 
increases, the likelihood of adverse 
health outcomes increases. Studies, 
including those in California, consistently 
show increased potential for exposure to 
air pollution and noise, as well as 
increased risk for several adverse health 
outcomes in populations living within and 
beyond 1 kilometer (km). 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Documents/Public%20Health%20Panel%20Final%20Repor
t_20240621.pdf 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Documents/Public%20Health%20Panel%20Final%20Report_20240621.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem/Documents/Public%20Health%20Panel%20Final%20Report_20240621.pdf


When an Oil Well Is Your Neighbor - Liza Gross 2022

…he told her all the health problems the compounds have been linked to in 
studies: nosebleeds, headaches, fatigue, dizziness, loss of memory.

“Does any of that sound familiar?” 

“Most of those symptoms you just named?” Martinez said, sighing. “Every day.”



Regulatory Loophoops allow 
oil facilities in Kern to leak 
without repair 
30% of oil and gas infrastructure within 3,200 
feet of schools and residents are leaking

30% of the leaking facilities are NOT required to 
have leak detection because of the heavy oil 
exemption

The Kern County Local Ordinance that the 
Governor proposes to codify envisions up to 
2,600 new wells to be drilled annually in Kern 
County alone without tightening regulations 
that would lower public health 
consequences of the increased drilling.

Source: 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGuw7Ai0wU/sRawFWWEJ3OR9LJqJ-vczQ/view?utm_content
=DAGuw7Ai0wU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&ut
lId=hb99c5a2137

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGuw7Ai0wU/sRawFWWEJ3OR9LJqJ-vczQ/view?utm_content=DAGuw7Ai0wU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hb99c5a2137
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGuw7Ai0wU/sRawFWWEJ3OR9LJqJ-vczQ/view?utm_content=DAGuw7Ai0wU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hb99c5a2137
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGuw7Ai0wU/sRawFWWEJ3OR9LJqJ-vczQ/view?utm_content=DAGuw7Ai0wU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hb99c5a2137


Production went down every year the last time Kern 
approved thousands of wells per year

2015 - 2020 Numbers 

Year / Oil Production (annual) / New Drill Permits

2020 - 141,985,000 - 1,994 
2019 - 156,220,000 - 2,674 
2018 - 160,600,000 - 1,788 
2017 - 173,375,000 - 1,114 
2016 - 185,420,000 - 381 
2015 - 201,115,000 - 4,497



Production is on a 40 year decline 

https://www.eia.gov/dnav/pet/hist/LeafHandler.ashx?n=PET&s=MCRFPCA2&f=M



Heavy oil = Extreme extraction 

California, and especially Kern have some of the 
most carbon intense oil fields anywhere in 
the world. 

Source: 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/classic/fuels/lcfs/crude-oil/2023_Crude_Average_CI_Calc
ulation__final.pdf



The state can meet 
the near-term 
supply challenge 
AND protect 
communities, the 
environment, and 
our climate 
progress.
 



To protect extraction communities:

● Reject the CEQA exemption for oil and gas drilling statewide

● For Kern County:
○ Ensure enforceability of existing protections, including setbacks
○ New drilling should directly be tied to the state’s refineries’ needs
○ The codified ordinance must be sunsetted
○ Improve air quality from existing and future oil extraction activities



To protect refinery communities and the taxpayers

● Ensure the public and the regulators know the cost associated with closing 
refineries. 

To protect coastal communities

● Adopt the full language in AB 1448 (Hart) and SB 542 (Limon) that have been 
vetted and fine-tuned by Legislative policy committees



Remember the big picture

● Refineries are hugely profitable, including 
in CA, but demand is decreasing

https://blog.ucs.org/dave-reichmuth/has-gasoline-use-in-california-peaked/



Source: Carbon Mapper https://data.carbonmapper.org/#1.63/22.6/63.4 

Satellite Imaging of Leaks from Oil and Gas Infrastructure 

Despite industry talking 
points, California oil has 
some of the world’s 
highest methane 
emissions

https://data.carbonmapper.org/#1.63/22.6/63.4


How to protect the taxpayer and from being in this situation 
again?
● Holistic managed transition plan
● Continued  progress on reducing demand
● Remaining extraction needs to protect communities
● More industry transparency




